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Let’s get into the right mindset.

You may NOT 
use any words 

that contain 
the letter ‘T”
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Today’s Objective

Together we will…
Draw graffiti

Create meaningful memory joggers
Listen to ESL voices

Learn how to create academic language objectives
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Graffiti Wall/memory jogger – Part 1

1. With your team, visit each poster.  (No talking during this task.)
• KYS
• Vocabulary
• Building background

2. Write a comment, explanation, example, question, or draw a picture.
3. Initial your work with your team number.
4. You may write in free form, in all 

directions and places on the paper.  
5. You may draw lines to connect your ideas                                                     

to  others’ ideas.
6. You must each contribute at least six                                              

thoughts, two for each topic.                                                                                                        
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1. With your team, revisit your notes 
& PowerPoints for 5-7 minutes. 

2. Travel to each poster and talk 
about what has been written, and 
add on relevant information.

3. Initial your add-ons with your team
number.

4. The goal is to convert each poster 
into a memory jogger.

Graffiti Wall/memory jogger – Part 2



© Up the Bar Consulting, LLC  2019

Cause for pause

l Engage in a three minute quick write in which 
you reflect on this task.

– How did it add value to you as a learner?

– How Did it help to tap into your prior 
knowledge?

– How did reviewing the notes with your
team help?

– How would you implement this strategy 
differently for your students?

l Be prepared to share with your table and 
then share aloud.
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If you 

strategically

KYS,

Build Background, 

& Teach Vocabulary, 

then you are well on your way to becoming          
the silver bullet for which you are searching!



© Up the Bar Consulting, LLC  2018

Expert learners take notes!
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Find 9, 12, & 3 o’clock Buddies

Did you walk the talk?
Share with your 9am
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ESL Voices, loud and clear

Increasing comprehensibility

• Please use easier words.

• Explain important words with smaller words.

• Please speak slowly and clearly. *

• Please write more clearly on the board. *

• Don't give difficult words in test questions.

• Repeat what other students say when they say 
question or give an answer.

• Let us explain things in our own language to 
people who don't understand something.
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Providing appropriate extra assistance
• Please wait after the lesson to explain. *

• Give me more time to do my work. *

• Please tell about tests earlier.

• Please help me, I'm ESL student.

• Please write answers on the board. *

• Give us more time to write down things from the board.

• Don't give us paper without explain what to do.

• Don't always write homework on board when light flashes. †

• Explain the homework please.

• It is good that some of my teachers allow us to work together. *

• When we have a chance to answer a question, make the other students quiet, because it takes a time 
to transfer thoughts in words.

• Come to ESL students during quiet working to ask how they understood.

• Try to wait if just 2 or 3 people raise their hands for the others.

• I don't like it when my teacher don't tell me how to do work which I never done before.

• Can I speak Japanese in lesson?

• I don't understand when teacher reads bulletin. ‡

ESL Voices, loud and clear
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Reducing embarrassment
• Stand near me when I must answer question.

• Punish the students who make fun of our poor English.

• Don't pick me in lesson because I can't answer.

• Please do respect my questions even if they seem easy.

• Even I answered wrong, don't laugh.

• I don't like it when my teacher pick naughty boy sit beside me.

• I don't like it when my teacher act to me like stupid just because I 
am ESL student.

• I hate when my teacher try to tell me the meaning of easy words.

• I don't like it when my teacher hand out the sheets or tests 
because the teacher says "not good" or "good" with loud voice, so 
all the students can hear it. *

ESL Voices, loud and clear
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Being aware that jokes exclude ESL students
• Jokes is difficult to me. *

• You should not make a joke about everything.

Mainstream teachers were asked they would like to say to their ESL 
students. The great majority of respondents said that ESL students 
should take a little more initiative in asking for help or expressing 
lack of understanding. At the very least ESL students who cannot 
answer questions should make it clear to the teacher whether this is 
because they don't understand the question, don't know the answer, 
or don't know how to say the answer in English.

ESL Voices, loud and clear



Randolph Public Schools, March 5, 2019

Academic Language Objectives:  
A beginner’s guide

www.upthebarconsulting.com Susana Matos-Kruck



© Up the Bar Consulting, LLC  2019

Goal for Today

To incite educators to thoughtfully and
strategically plan for academic language
success.
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BICS vs CALP
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How Academic Language is Constructed

Bricks, Mortar 
& Buildings
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Bricks

l Subject specific vocabulary that is 
often pre-taught

l Found in bold face print in the textbook

l Taught at the WORD level:

• Phonology – how words sound

• Semantics – What words mean

• Morphology – parts of words
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Examples of Bricks

l Science – mitosis, habitat, polarized

l Math – right angle, reciprocal, ratio

l Social studies – government, revolt, constitution

l Language Arts – metaphor, narrator, alliteration
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Mortar

l Basic and General utility vocabulary, explicitly 
taught within context

l Words that determine the relationship between and 
among words

l Used to construct sentences and paragraphs, and to 
engage in an academic conversation

l Taught at the SENTENCE level:

• Syntax – how words belong together
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Examples of Mortar

l Connecting words: for example, because, then, but, 
sometimes, before, therefore, however, whereas

l Phrases with prepositions – on, in, under, behind, 
next to, in front of, between, in the background

l Comparatives – greater than, less than, equal to



© Up the Bar Consulting, LLC  2019



© Up the Bar Consulting, LLC  2019

Comparison Sentence Frames!

l Marine mammals are warm-blooded, but fish are cold-
blooded.

Ø __________ are ____________, but ________are _________.

l The basic subject/verb/object structure of this 
comparison sentence can be adapted by varying the verbs 
(have, are, can, do, use) or conjunctions (however, 
whereas).  

l The ability to manipulate these basic sentence 
structures using a variety of content is necessary for 
demonstrating the conceptual understanding of a 
lesson calling for comparison. 
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More comparison Sentence Frames!

1. While __________ (subject 1) have __________, __________ 
(subject 2) have _____________.

2. _________ and __________ are similar because they both 
_______. They are different in that ____ ________, but 
_______ ______.

3. There are several major differences between _______ 
and ________.  The most notable is _____________.

Go Meta with a 
‘Words and Phrases for Comparing’ 

Word Wall!
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Buildings

l Bricks plus Mortar = Buildings = longer texts 

l Taught at the DISCOURSE* level

• Genre – type of text

• Pragmatics – knowing how and when to use                
different types of text (genre in action)

* Spoken and written text longer than a sentence
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Examples of Buildings

l Science – lab reports

l Math – structure of a math problem/proof, 
oral report of how a problem is solved

l Social studies – formal debate, history 
report, news article

l Language arts – letter, narrative,   
screenplay, autobiography
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Example of Buildings
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Example of Buildings
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Example of Buildings
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Example of Buildings
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Example of Buildings
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Buildings = fluency
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Brick

Mortar

Building
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How to Create an Academic Language Objective

1. Create a Content Objective

2. Choose a Function (found in content objective)

3. Decide which academic language to teach

4. Decide on the level of academic language

5. Identify Supports

6. Write an academic language objective

6
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Step #1 - Create a Content Objective
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Step #2  
Choose a 
function

Matches your 
content objective 

function!
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Step #3 – Which academic language? 

l Noticing – “What do I notice about my students’ 
written and oral language needs?”

l Forecasting – “What language do students need in 
order to engage with the content concepts?” Backward 

design!
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Step #3– Decide on the level of academic language

Bricks

l Subject specific vocabulary

l Found in bold face print in the 
text

l Taught at the WORD level:

Ø Phonology – how words sound

Ø Semantics – What words mean

Ø Morphology – parts of words

Mortar

l General utility 
vocabulary

l Used to construct 
sentences and 
paragraphs, and to 
engage in an academic 
conversation.

l Taught at the 
SENTENCE level:

Ø Syntax – how words 
belong together

Building

l Bricks plus Mortar = 
longer texts = 
Buildings

l Taught at the 
DISCOURSE* level:

Ø Genre – type of 
text

Ø Pragmatics –
knowing how and 
when to use                
different types of 
text (genre in 
action)
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Step #4: Language domains: Decide which 
domains

● Speaking (orally)

● Listening
● Writing

● Reading
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Step #5  
Identify 
Supports
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Graphic Support - Science lab 
report
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Supports
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Step #5  
Identify 
Supports
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Word-level: SWBAT ___________ (function & domain )  using ____________ (vocabulary, 
or phonological/morphological topic), such as ____________ (examples of language 
structure), with the support of _____________ (supports).

Sentence/syntax-level: SWBAT ___________ (function & domain)  using
____________ (language structure/syntax), such as ____________ (examples of 
language structure), with the support of _____________ (supports).

Discourse-level: SWBAT ___________ (function & domain)  in ____________ (language 
genre), with the support of _____________ (supports).

Step #6 Write an academic language objective



© Up the Bar Consulting, LLC  2019

● SWBAT explain in writing (how bats are different from other mammals) 
using vocabulary such as herbivore, frugivore, and insectivores with the 
support of sentence frames.  

● SWBAT explain orally using correct stress for words like herbivore, 
frugivore, and insectivore with the support of an audio recording created 
with a partner.

● SWBAT identify through reading using the suffix –ivore for words 
like herbivore, frugivore, and insectivore with the support of flashcards in 
my team.

Step #6 –Write an academic language objective

Word-level: SWBAT ___________ (function& domain)  using ____________ (vocabulary, or 

phonological/morphological topic), such as ____________ (examples of language 
structure), with the support of _____________ (supports).
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• SWBAT summarize in writing (how bats contribute to pollination)
using ordinal numbers such as first, second, third with the support of 
a word wall.

• SWBAT compare through writing (per capita consumption of India 
and Canada) using comparative language such as greater than, less 
than, as ______ as with the support of sample sentences.

Step #6 –Write an academic language objective

Sentence/syntax-level: SWBAT ___________ (function & domain)  using
____________ (language structure/syntax), such as ____________ (examples of 
language structure), with the support of _____________ (supports).
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Step #6 –Write an academic language objective

• SWBAT describe (how bats disperse seeds) in an organized oral 
presentation with the support of a cycle diagram.

• SWBAT orally compare (per capita consumption patterns) using 
comparative adjectives and sentence starters with the support of 
peers in a group discussion. 

Discourse-level: SWBAT ___________ (function & domain)  in ____________ (language 
genre), with the support of _____________ (supports).
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Word-level: SWBAT ___________ (function & domain )  using ____________ (vocabulary, 
or phonological/morphological topic), such as ____________ (examples of language 
structure), with the support of _____________ (supports).

Sentence/syntax-level: SWBAT ___________ (function & domain)  using
____________ (language structure/syntax), such as ____________ (examples of 
language structure), with the support of _____________ (supports).

Discourse-level: SWBAT ___________ (function & domain)  in ____________ (language 
genre), with the support of _____________ (supports).

Step #6 Write an academic language objective
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More Buildings = More Educated

Life Goal
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Explore Language Objective Examples

1. With your team, visit the following 
website

a) https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurric
ulum/

2. Explore your content/grade curricula.

3. Focus on the language objectives.

https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/
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Your turn!

l With your team, create a content and corresponding 
language objective at the brick, mortar, and 
building level within a unit.

l Evaluate your language objectives using the rubric
on the next slide.
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Language Objective Rubric

1. Does it have a function? 1 point

2. Is there a language domain (S, W, L, R)?  1 point

3. Has academic language been identified? 1 point

4. Does it have an instructional scaffold? 1 point

5. Is it connected to the content objective selected?  1 point
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Cause for Pause

l You’ve been taught quite a bit so far today.

– Did you learn?

l If so, what helped you to learn?

l If not so much, What could be done differently
to help you learn more effectively?

l What is the purpose of this reflection?

Would you consider occasionally engaging in 
this reflection with your students?


