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Super SIOP 



The Big Picture 



Food for Thought… 

l  Why should you walk a mile in someone else’s shoes 
before you criticize them? 

l  Because by then, you're a mile away… and you 
have their shoes. 



Restate the following:  

The author’s book was rather sesquipedalian.     

Clinching the piece before the end of the volation          

nonplused us to say the least. 



Answer 

The author’s book was full of long words.   
Finishing the piece before the end of the flight  
surprised us to say the least. 



Defenestrate 



Echinated 



Purchase 



Restate the following: 

When the lights suddenly went out, I purchased the  
nearest thing; an echinated vine!  Such was my  
distress that I immediately defenestrated the plant. 



Cloze Sentences 
l  When the lights went out, I _________________ 

 the nearest object.  It was an _______________ 
 vine.  I was so surprised that I ______________ 
 the plant. 



Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol 
l  Developed by researchers at California 

State University, Long Beach (Jane 
Echevarria and Mary Ellen Vogt) and the 
Center for Applied Linguistics (Deborah J. 
Short)  

l  Under the auspices of the Center for 
Research on Education, Diversity & 
Excellence (CREDE), a national research 
center funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education from 1996 through 2003 



Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol 
l  Developed an explicit model of sheltered 

instruction; 
l  Used that model in four large urban districts 

to train teachers in effective sheltered 
strategies; and 

l  Conducted field experiments and collected 
data to evaluate teacher change as well as 
the effects of sheltered instruction on LEP 
students’ reading achievement and English 
language development. 



Is SIOP the Silver Bullet? 



l  In folklore, the silver bullet is supposed to be the 
only kind of bullet for firearms that is effective 
against a Werewolf, witch, or some monsters. 



Frustration 

Boredom 

Discipline issues 



Demands from all sides! 



It’s close!  SIOP is… 
l  Solid teaching ACROSS the content areas 
l  Differentiated instruction 
l  Cooperative learning 
l  Strategies for reading comprehension 
l  Problem solving strategies 
l  Engaged, active, dynamic learning environment 
l  Research based, best practices 

                            

                               PLUS… 
 A focus on promoting language development!! 





SIOP? 

Special 
Individuals  

of  
Passaic 



Time to roll up our sleeves! 

And keep our eyes on the prize! 



Clock Appointments 

9, 12, and 3 o’clock 



Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol 
l  Lesson Preparation   
l  Building Background 
l  Comprehensible Input 
l  Strategies 
l  Interaction 
l  Practice 
l  Lesson Delivery 
l  Assessment 



Course Objectives 

Content Objectives 
 
l  Investigate the hypotheses 

underlying comprehensible 
input. 

l  Reflect upon our own 
teaching practices 

l  Explore techniques for 
presenting content 
information in ways that 
all students can 
comprehend. 

 

Language Objectives 
 

l  Critically assess past 
learning experiences. 

l  Predict student survey 
results. 

l  Recommend techniques 
for clearly explaining 
academic tasks at 
varying levels. 

 
 



    The Comprehensible Input Hypothesis 

l  We acquire language only when we receive 
comprehensible input 

l  We must move from i to i+1 
l  The i represents the language, context and 

knowledge we currently possess 
l  The +1 represents new knowledge or 

language structures 

I don’t mean to be sesquipedalian, but did you purchase 
the echinated animal before defenestrating it?  Ouch! 



The Affective Filter Hypothesis 

    Certain affects may ‘raise’ the affective filter, resulting 
in a mental block 

 
l  Low motivation   
l  Poor self-confidence 
l  High anxiety 

       and prevent the acquisition of comprehensible input. 
 



The Reality 

We aren’t always taught   
‘how to learn efficiently’ 

Quick Write  
Then 

Cocktail Party 



The unintended consequence 

l  This may lead to apathy, disengagement, 
poor performance, failure to progress 
and low confidence in some learners.  

 

l  In engaged learners trying to learn 
everything,  this may lead to lack of 
efficiency and eventual burn out due to 
the ever expanding knowledge base. 



“Spoon feeding in the long 
run teaches us nothing but 
the shape of the spoon.”  

― E.M. Forster 



The Affective Filter Hypothesis  

Certain classroom conditions may ‘lower’ the affective 
filter 

 
l  Fully engaged students 
l  Nonthreatening environment 
l  Affirmation of students’ native language and cultural 

heritage 
 

which will increase motivation and encourage risk taking.  



   How can teachers make input comprehensible 
while lowering the affective filter so that all 

students are ready and able to learn? 

Time to walk the talk 

Round Robin Brainstorming 



Features of Comprehensible Input 

l  Speech appropriate for students’ proficiency levels 
l  Clear explanation of academic tasks 
l  Variety of techniques used to make content 

concepts clear 
l  Cultural perspectives considered 



Appropriate Speech 

l  Rate: Does…talking…really…slowly…help? 
l  Enunciation: Whadja do yeserdy? 
l  Complexity of Speech: When he blew his top at the 

gala, he projected an echinated object into the frenzied 
crowd.  

l  Sarcasm: Of course you know the answer. 
 
*** Cooperative learning allows peers to process academic 

content through the more accessible social language 
(BICS – basic interpersonal communication skills). 

 



She	  doesn’t	  explain	  
it	  too	  good.	  I	  don’t	  
understand	  the	  

words	  she’s	  saying	  
because	  I	  don’t	  
even	  know	  what	  

they	  mean.	  

He	  talks	  too	  fast.	  
I	  don’t	  

understand	  the	  
direc>ons.	  

Appropriate Speech 



Cause for pause… 

"…why should we not calmly and patiently 
review our own thoughts, and 
thoroughly examine and see what these 
appearances in us really are?” 
–  Plato 

       Time to !
    Walk the Talk!
!
!
  Survey Prediction 



Clear Explanation of Academic Tasks   

l  Content vocabulary 
–  Language specific to the content 

l i,.e. sink, float, bouyancy 
l   Functional vocabulary  

–  Language necessary to complete the task 
l i.e. predict, infer, measure, estimate  

Functional vocabulary is  
VERY, VERY, VERY  

OFTEN OVERLOOKED!!! 



CMS Ivanna Mann Thrower 2008 

Clear Explanation of Academic Tasks   

Take	  1	  



CMS Ivanna Mann Thrower 2008 

Clear Explanation of Academic Tasks   

Take	  2	  



CMS Ivanna Mann Thrower 2008 

Clear Explanation of Academic Tasks   

Take	  3	  

1.  Put	  a	  book	  in	  the	  freezer	  for	  1	  hour.	  
2.  Before	  you	  take	  the	  book	  out	  of	  the	  

freezer,	  boil	  water	  in	  a	  keGle.	  
3.  Take	  the	  book	  out	  of	  the	  freezer	  and	  

hold	  it	  above	  the	  steam.	  (Be	  careful)	  
4.  Water	  will	  form	  on	  the	  book.	  
5.  That	  is	  condensa>on!	  



Variety of techniques used to make content 
concepts clear 

l  Model the task 
l  Preview the material 
l  Make an outline of the 

key points 
l  Word wall 
l  Use manipulatives  
l  Show an example of a 

completed project 
l  Hands on activities 
l  Learn the Six C’s of 

motivation 

l  Use facial expressions and 
body language 

l  Graphic organizers 
l  Highlight key words AND 

teach them in ADVANCE!  
l  Do Numbered Heads for 

accountability and clarity 
l  And last, but not least, 

model the task! 

  

                 
Time to Walk the Talk!
!
  



Cultural perspectives considered 

l  Task vs. relationship oriented 
l  Individually vs. collectively oriented 
l  Egalitarian vs. Status oriented 

 
A culturally appropriate 
approach can make all 

the difference! 



Lesson plan time!  
l  How will you modify your speech? 
l  How will you clearly explain academic tasks?   
l  What techniques will you use to ensure that content 

concepts are clear? 
l  What cultural perspectives will you take into 

consideration? 
 



CMS SIOP Train the Trainer 2008 

Did We Meet Our Objectives? 
Content Objectives 

l  Identify the hypotheses 
underlying comprehensible 
input . 

l  Reflect upon our own 
teaching practices 

l  Explore techniques for 
presenting content 
information in ways that 
all students can 
comprehend. 

 

Language Objectives 
 
l  Critically assess past 

learning experiences. 
l  Predict student survey 

results. 
l  Recommend techniques 

for clearly explaining 
academic tasks at 
varying levels 

 



     Keep your eyes on the prize! 


