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Sheltered Instruction  

Guide to Implementation
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Welcome to class!

l We have a couple of minutes until class begins. Until then…

l Click   Chat  in the meeting controls bar at the bottom of the screen.

l Type a message into the Chat window about your favorite food.
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Hungry?
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Overcoming Textbook Fatigue
by ReLeah Cossett Lent

Is a picture worth a thousand words?
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Why we should Up the bar on background knowledge

When we strategically activate, leverage, build, and elevate
students' background knowledge:

• Students see the critical connections between previous and current 
learning.

• We honor students’ past cultural experiences
• We establish a set of conceptual "hooks" on which                         

students can "hang" new learning.
• We receive formative-assessment data we can use                        

throughout the learning experience.
• Students own their academic language
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How we will up the bar on background knowledge

1. activate prior knowledge
2. leverage funds of knowledge
3. Build background
4. elevate key academic vocabulary
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What is prior knowledge and why do we need to activate it?

• Prior knowledge is what the students bring with them
that they have gained from previous schooling and their
life experiences.

• It is important for teachers to activate their students'
prior knowledge so they know what students already
know about a certain topic and what gaps in learning
they will need to fill in order for students to be
successful.
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Activating prior knowledge –
What is an Anticipation guide?

anticipation guide is a comprehension strategy that is 
used before engaging in a new topic to activate students' 
prior knowledge and build curiosity about a new topic.

**It is critical that students either 
complete the guide with others or 
discuss their responses with others.
The processing through 
conversation leads to more critical 
thinking!  
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Activating prior knowledge –
Anticipation guide benefits

• stimulates students' interest in a topic 
and set a purpose for learning

• teaches students to make predictions, 
anticipate the text, and verify their 
predictions.

• connects new information to prior 
knowledge and build curiosity about a 
new topic. 

• challenges students to critically think 
about what they know or think they know 
about a topic.

https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/anticipation_guide
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Activating prior knowledge –
Anticipation guide outcomes

• partner less knowledgeable student with a student 
tutor who has more knowledge

• jigsaw the reading so that students who already know a 
little about the topic read a different part of the text 
and share what they learned with other students

• offer extended learning opportunities, including 
online research, to those who have solid background 
knowledge.

• Return the guide for editing while learning                                    
or at end of learning

• once students invest in a prediction, the 
information often sticks with them longer 
because of that investment.

• Collect the guides, see patterns, differentiate instruction
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Activating prior knowledge –
Creating an Anticipation guide

• Identify the major ideas presented in the topic.
• Consider what beliefs your students are likely 

to have about the topic.
• Write general statements that challenge your 

students' beliefs.
• Require students to respond to the statements 

with either a positive or negative response.

Duffelmeyer, F. (1994). Effective Anticipation Guide statements for learning from 
expository prose. Journal of Reading, 37, 452-455.
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Activating prior knowledge –
Anticipation guide template

Challenge students to create 
anticipation guides for other/future 
classes!
(Students should always work harder 
than the teachers.)
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Let that sit a moment.

In your notes, reflect on 
how you can use or 
extend your use of 
anticipation guides.
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Activating prior knowledge
What is an Advance organizer?

Advance organizer allows teachers to front-load information 
and vocabulary in advance of learning so that students can 
activate their prior knowledge and more efficiently organize 
new information.

1. Graphic
2. Narrative
3. Skimming
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Activating prior knowledge -
Advance organizer benefits

Advance organizers help teachers: 
• Clarify the "big ideas" 
• Assess students’ prior knowledge
• develop links between previous and new material
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Activating prior knowledge -
Narrative Advance organizer

Active learning strategy!!
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Pause the video and take a moment to fill in the blanks on with the numbers at the bottom of 
the chart. When you are finished, resume the video to see the correct answers. 



Activating prior knowledge -
Skimming Advance organizer

When students skim the text 
before engaging in a topic, 
they are engaging with the 
language and the concepts, 
they recognize their prior 
knowledge, and they begin to 
familiarize themselves with 
new concepts and academic 
vocabulary.
Collaboration during 
skimming allows students to 
explore and think and share 
their insights.
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Activating prior knowledge
free discussion

• State the new topic:  Order of Operations
• Group students
• Provide them with 10 minutes to discuss 

what they think they know about the topic
• Listen carefully
• Adjust planned instruction
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Let that sit a moment.

In your notes, reflect on 
how you can use or 
extend your use of 
advance organizers.
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• Funds of knowledge “refer to the historically 
accumulated and culturally developed bodies of 
knowledge and skills essential for household or 
individual functioning and well-being."

Luis Moll, Cathy Amanti, Deborah Neff, and Norma Gonzalez 
Theorizing Practices in Households, Communities, and Classrooms (2001) 

leverage funds of knowledge
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leverage funds of knowledge

• Strength-based perspective!
• Knowledge assets through 

authentic personal experiences

The use of the word fund connects
to the idea of background knowledge
as a foundation for learning. The
word fund was developed from the
French fond or "a bottom, floor,
ground" to mean "a bottom,
foundation, groundwork"
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• Participate in regular conversations with students 
about what they do at home, their responsibilities, 

• and their contributions to the family
• Offer opportunities to have the student bring in 

family artifacts to connect to learning in the 
classroom

• Have students interview family members as             
part of a specific study in biography or a           
general writing assignment

• Share research on countries of origin

How to leverage funds of knowledge

(Not just on International Day!)
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How to leverage funds of knowledge



Funds of knowledge are concerned with making learning ‘real’ 
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Let that sit a moment.

In your notes, reflect on 
how you can assess your 
students’ funds of 
knowledge.
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Building Background

What if the topic to be learned cannot be linked to 
prior knowledge or to funds of knowledge? 

You can’t link to prior experiences or funds of knowledge 
that don’t exist!

Today, we are going to talk about Pickleball!
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Operative word: “Building” background 
Benefits of building background

• Students can build upon their prior knowledge on the topic
• Students can increase their understanding of the topic
• Gaps in knowledge are addressed
• Comprehension is increased
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Operative word: “Building” background

l Show a video clip 
– (don’t forget the narrative advance organizer!)

l virtual field trip

l Primary documents

l Realia 

l photos, illustrations

l Khan academy

l Actual Field trips!

l Simulations/projects

l Speaker/presenter
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Let that sit a moment.

In your notes, reflect on 
the diversity of ways in 
which you build 
background.
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Leverage Academic Vocabulary
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Leverage Academic Vocabulary - Key Concepts
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Leverage Academic Vocabulary - Key Concepts Defined
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Leverage Academic Vocabulary - Key Concepts Defined
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Leverage Academic Vocabulary 
SMART Word Walls

Specific
Meaning-full
Authentic
Relevant
Targeted
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SMART Word walls
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Why we should Up the bar on background knowledge

When we strategically activate, leverage, build, and elevate
students' background knowledge:

• Students see the critical connections between previous and current 
learning.

• We honor students’ past cultural experiences
• We establish a set of conceptual "hooks" on which                         

students can "hang" new learning.
• We receive formative-assessment data we can use                        

throughout the learning experience.
• Students own their academic language


