
 
 

Teaching for Biliteracy 
The Process 

 
 

Pre-Planning 
1. Consider the essential questions that will be explored 

throughout the unit of study. 
2. Decide upon the academic language that students must learn 

in order to access and answer the essential questions.  
3. Units of study may be chunked into smaller sections, to allow 

students more opportunities to bridge. 
4. Decide which area of focus for Contrastive Analysis will be 

addressed during the Bridge Part two, depending on the 
needs of your students. 

 
Spanish Instruction 

1. Have students build background and engage with the 
academic language and content of the unit. 

2. By the end of the study, students will have a firm 
understanding of content concepts, and they will have 
explored and addressed the essential questions through a 
variety of hands-on experiential learning tasks. 

 
Bridge Part one 

1. Ask students to articulate in Spanish the key academic terms 
that helped them access the content concepts. 

2. Write down the words in blue on the left hand side of the 
anchor chart. 

3. Signal a switch to English using a ‘magic scarf’ or other 
symbol that denotes the explicit switching of languages. 

4. Have students turn and talk to figure out how to say the 
words in English. (If they don’t know a word, give it to them.) 

5. Write the words in black ink on the right side of the anchor 
chart. 

 
Bridge Part two 

1. Using the Bridge anchor chart, guide the students in a 
metalinguistic observation.   

2. circle all cognates in green. 
3. Help students ‘notice’ the Areas of Focus that are present 

in the anchor chart. Underline them. 
4. Create a second chart, a contrastive analysis chart, wherein 

a. the Area of Focus is explicitly stated 
b. examples from the bridge are listed 
c. student initiated examples are also listed. 

 
Extension tasks 

1. Taking the key terms identified during the bridge part one, 
and using the 4 domains of language, students transfer their 
learning from Spanish to English. 

2. Content concepts do not need to be re-taught. 
3. Focus is on articulating content concepts in English using 

key academic terms learned. 


